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The Pangaea Project tried something new in 2010, and it worked! Since 
our inception, we facilitated our local World C.L.A.S.S. (Connect, 
Learn, Act, Serve, Solve) component, which takes place in the spring, 
after school and on weekends. During this three-month phase, 
participants learn about critical social justice issues, identify, examine 
and build leadership skills, perform volunteer work in the community, 
interact with change-makers, and begin exploring the world outside of 
U.S. borders.

In 2010, with the support and enthusiasm of our school partners—
Portland YouthBuilders, Open Meadow High School, and Mt. Scott 
Learning Centers—The Pangaea Project brought World CLASS into 
the classroom, serving youth during the school day. The new model 
helps us embed Pangaea Project curriculum into school culture, engage 
more ongoing support for participants, deliver an innovative global 
curriculum that is valuable to students independent of the international 
travel opportunity, and perhaps most significantly, provide participants 
with the opportunity to receive credit through both Portland Public 
Schools and Portland Community College. Through this model, The 
Pangaea Project doubled the number of students served in 2010.

World CLASS is effective in building the leadership skills The Pangaea 
Project focuses on: teamwork, public speaking, effective communication 

and listening, the capacity to make and keep commitments, and concrete 
knowledge about local and global issues; and the leadership attributes 
the organization endows youth with: self-confidence, self-worth, self-
efficacy, a sense of possibility and a connection to the greater community. 

Each school has been so pleased with our outcomes that they have 
requested we consider serving more youth in World CLASS by adding 
another semester of classes. We can again double the number of students 
we serve in 2011, but to accomplish this, we need your assistance!

Through our inclusion in the Willamette Week’s holiday giving 
publication, the Give!Guide, you can easily support this opportunity 
with a few clicks of the mouse. Please donate this holiday season at 
www.wweek.com/giveguide. Not only will you help us impact more 
young people, but you will receive a bevy of treats for any gift over $50. 
Look for us under the Education category of the Give!Guide 

As always, we are grateful for all of the community interest, support 
and involvement we receive. We look forward to introducing you to our 
2011 teams in the spring! Until then, stay warm and dry.

			   -Stephanie

Issue #7: Fall 2010

1

Autumn Doyle: Ecuador 2006
Before joining The Pangaea Project, Autumn Doyle did not consider 
college, but through her participation with us, she changed her mind 
and is currently a junior excelling at the Evergreen State College on 
scholarship. Four years after Autumn took part in The Pangaea Project’s 
inaugural program, she still feels that what she learned abroad affects her 
daily decisions. 

Autumn believes that Pangaea influences every choice she makes in her 
life because traveling in another country changed the way she thinks. 
She makes a conscious attempt to learn about differences between other 
people, cultures, and alternative lifestyles without judgment. Autumn 
says that The Pangaea Project built her confidence, independence, and 
integrity, and taught her about her need and ability to make changes in 
her own community.  

“I will never forget the relationships that I forged with my [Pangaea] 
team leaders. Their belief and passion in human rights and the 
principles of justice will stay with me forever. They supported all of us 

to pay attention to the world and 
contribute to its improvement 
in any way we could…. Without 
their guidance, it would have been 
difficult, if not impossible to step 
outside of our personal beliefs 
and see things from someone 
else’s perspective.”

Jazmin Menjivar: Thailand 2009
Feeling profoundly altered by her experiences with The Pangaea Project, 
Jazmin found the international journey to be challenging but incredibly 
rewarding. She says she learned a lot about herself, her peers and the 
struggles and richness of various Thai communities. The slums were 
particularly impactful, and by visiting them, Jazmin began to understand 
the great spectrum of poverty on the planet.

Before her participation with The Pangaea Project, Jazmin was very 
uncomfortable talking in front of crowds. “Now,” she says, “when I 
have something to say, I am not scared to have my voice heard.” The 
Pangaea Project also influenced her sense of self-efficacy and work 
ethic and motivated her to continue school and pursue her goals. She 
is currently working two jobs, taking community college classes, and 
planning to earn her Bachelor’s degree in nursing at Oregon Health 
Sciences University. Eventually, Jazmin will use her nursing skills in 
the developing world. “I hope to go back to Thailand in the future, and 
somehow, someway, make a difference in the slums.”

While working toward her career 
goals, Jazmin has expressed 
strong interest in participating 
in The Pangaea Project’s new 
Graduate Leadership program 
(see page 3), and is especially 
interested in lending her 
voice, skills, and insights to 
The Pangaea Project Board of 
Directors.

LETTER FROM a cO-FOUNDER

Reflections from Pangaea Project Graduates



Last summer, Taylor Welch spent four weeks in Ecuador, not realizing 
that the experience would change her life forever. She had never trav-
eled far from the Pacific Northwest and excitedly chose to broaden her 
horizons.

Taylor recalls her experiences in the beautiful Intag region where she 
spent time at one family’s organic coffee farm. For decades, the region 
has been threatened by multinational copper mining companies because 
what may be the largest stores of copper on the planet lie under Intag’s 
cloud forests. The mining methods that would be used would irrevocably 
harm the health of the environment and the people. After years of resis-
tance, the small community now faces the incursion of marble miners. 

This coffee farm is not like most others around the world. Taylor, who 
works in a coffee shop in Portland, was deeply moved by the dedication 
the farmers had to avoiding the temptations of the mining companies, 
which often offer high wages, by committing to an alternative income 
source, organic coffee cultivation. 

Taylor says that every day in Ecuador was a learning experience and an 

adventure. One evening, her Ecuadorian group leader, Gaby, brought 
Taylor and another student out into the pitch black night to look at the 
sky. Taylor explains, “It looked like the stars were blinking and buzzing 
around. They were fireflies! We sat there amazed. The Northwest is too 
cold for fireflies, so I had only heard stories about them.”

Taylor bolstered her self-confidence by staying aware of her surround-
ings in the large city of Quito, and enjoyed most of all the teamwork and 
collaborative skills she built as a member of the team. Taylor wants to 
travel again because she says, “Traveling is about how you grow and learn 
from things you experience and see.”

Now that Taylor is back in the States, she has a new appreciation for 
where she lives, 
but she also has 
the desire to 
continue explor-
ing. A recent 
graduate of Mt. 
Scott Learning 
Centers, Taylor 
will impact oth-
ers through her 
future career as 
a nurse. 

Taylor (2nd from right) in Amazon with teammates
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Another Successful Event
The Pangaea Project held Passport to Change: The 5th Annual 
Pangaea Project Benefit & Student Celebration on September 
30th at the Tiffany Center. Over 200 guests cheered on our 2010 
students as they graduated, enjoyed dinner, and bid on auction items 
including a Disneyland vacation, an Adidas package, and a week at 
a Mexican resort. The Pangaea Project grossed almost $29,000—more 
than we have ever earned at this event! Thank you to all of our sponsors, 
donors, guests, students, families and community members for making 
the event such an enormous success. And most of all, congratulations 
to our 16 stupendous graduates!

Guests enjoying Passport to Change.

Ecuador 2010: One Student’s Experiences

The Pangaea Project Plans for 2011 
It is planning time here at the International Headquarters!  In 2011, we will again partner with 
Open Meadow High School, Mt. Scott Learning Centers and Portland YouthBuilders to offer 
World CLASS during the regular school day. Students will be able to earn Portland Public Schools 
and Portland Community College credit for taking the class as well as have the opportunity 
to apply to travel abroad with Pangaea in the summer. Additionally, more service-learning 
opportunities will be built into the 2011 curriculum, allowing students to cultivate relationships 
with community-based organizations, develop their skills in a variety of areas, and flex their 
leadership muscles by giving back to the larger Portland community. We are also lining up a 
dynamic array of guest lecturers to enhance the course content, and expose students to local 
social justice issues, leadership examples and the variety of possible professional options. The 
spring term will be here before we know it and we are looking forward to welcoming a new 
cohort of Pangaea students.

Reflections...cont.
Mila Buckland: Ecuador 2009 

After her involvement with The Pangaea Project, Mila reflects on what 
she learned during her travels: independence, adaptation to different en-
vironments and cultures, flexibility, patience, and personal responsibility 
are just a few skills that she utilizes daily as a result of her experiences 
abroad. 

Mila traveled again as a participant with Minds Matter to Brown 
University to study creative writing, and she will graduate in the top of 
her class in 2011 from Roosevelt High School. She plans to attend a 
four year university, major in elementary education and journalism, and 
teach fourth grade. Someday Mila would like to be a part of the Child’s 
Dream Foundation to teach advocacy, leadership, and social action to 
children so that they can grow into leaders. 

Mila remembers spending time with 
her Pangaea Project host family, con-
necting deeply with her little “sister” 
regardless of the language barrier, and 
teaching her Ecuadorian family about 
her life and culture. “I would like 
to be a teacher and these memories 
reassured me that not only what I was 
doing would feel right, but that it was 
possible and I could do it.” 

This fall, the Maybelle 
Clark Macdonald Fund 
and the W. Glen Boyd 
Foundation matched all 

Board-led fundraising activities 
up to $30,000. We are extremely 
proud to say that we exceeded that 
goal and raised almost $33,000! 
Thank you to the two foundations 
for your generosity and for the 
powerful incentive you provided.



In 1997, Sarah Kennedy organized a group of high school theater 
performers to travel to the village of Terlingua, Texas to do improvisation 
and Shakespearean performance work. During this experience 13 years 
ago, Sarah discovered how much she could learn from young people. 
Sarah has a fierce commitment to equality, access, and social justice 
that has been solidified by her years working with underserved youth in 
alternative education environments in Texas, Oregon and Arizona. She 
has a Master’s degree in environment and community from Antioch 
University and strongly values the education she received by traveling 
extensively domestically and internationally.

As Program Manager, Sarah’s main priorities include instructing youth 
in World CLASS, designing curriculum, maintaining school partner 
relationships, and coordinating service-learning opportunities for youth. 
She also develops International Inspiration itineraries and budgets, serves 
as an International Team Leader, and facilitates pre- and post- travel 

trainings for participants.

Sarah leapt at the opportunity to lead one of the Pangaea Project groups 
abroad in 2010 saying, “I had the amazing opportunity to travel with 19 
of the bravest humans I 
have ever encountered in 
Ecuador this summer, and 
for that I am extremely 
grateful. The students that 
participate in this program 
are remarkable individuals.” 
Indeed, The Pangaea 
Project is grateful to have 
Sarah, another remarkable 
individual, as a member of 
our team.

 For five years, The Pangaea Project has been serving youth through 
our World CLASS training component, International Inspiration in 
Thailand or Ecuador, and a follow-up component at home focused on 
educating the community called Local Leadership. Through feedback 
from graduates, their families and school partners, The Pangaea 
Project has known that our participants could benefit from a more 
comprehensive, structured follow-up component in order to manifest 
their new leadership skills and attributes in their own lives and in their 
communities.

That opportunity, the Graduate Leadership Program (GLP), is in 
development! Throughout all Pangaea Project programs, youth gain 
leadership skills (teamwork, public speaking, effective communication 
and listening, the capacity to make and keep commitments, and concrete 
knowledge about local and global issues) and leadership attributes 
(self-confidence, self-worth, self-efficacy, a sense of possibility and a 
connection to the greater community.) In the GLP, graduates continue 
to hone and strengthen these skills and attributes through structured 
experiences that include a social justice, global or cross-cultural 
component.

Participants in the Graduate Leadership Program may engage in an 
internship at Mercy Corps Northwest, AFS Intercultural Programs or 
Green Hammer, Inc. They may journey abroad again while performing 
service work through Carpe Diem Education, Global Works or Andeo 

International Homestays. They may participate as leaders on boards, 
councils and committees including The Pangaea Project Board of 
Directors and the Multnomah Youth Commission. They may lend their 
voice to The Pangaea Project’s Speakers Collective or mentor youth 
through SUN programs. 

Although many of these opportunities are still in development, we 
are thrilled about the depth and breadth of experiences we are able 
to construct for our graduates so that they may become the strongest 
leaders they can be. 

In order for our Pangaea Project youth, most of whom are low-income, 
to be able to fully embrace these opportunities, we would like them to be 
compensated, even with a small stipend. We are currently looking for 
businesses, individuals 
and organizations to 
sponsor youth to commit 
to these invaluable 
experiences that will 
benefit them and our 
community. If you are 
interested in discussing 
this possibility, please 
call Stephanie at 
503-517-8999.

A handful of Pangaea’s 75 graduates

Graduate Leadership Program is in Development!

Meet Sarah Kennedy: Program Manager

A Fond Farewell to Co-Founder, Deb Delman
In the beginning of this year, Deb Delman transitioned out of The 
Pangaea Project after seven years of dedication, passion and lots and 
lots of hard work. The consummate positive networker and inspirer, 
Deb brought into Pangaea dozens of volunteers, Board members, 
Advisors and supporters as she shared her enthusiasm for our 
programs and for the potential of young people to change the world. 

Choosing to continue impacting the lives of youth, Deb is pursuing 
her Master’s degree in Education at Lewis & Clark College where she 
is becoming a high school social studies teacher. The Pangaea Project 
wishes Deb well in her endeavors, thanks her sincerely and deeply for 
her dedication to the organization, and hopes to collaborate with her 
in the future as a school partner!	
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The Pangaea Project is Hiring! 
Stay tuned as The Pangaea Project is hiring a full-time Executive Director and a part-time Development 
& Administrative Assistant very soon. Please visit our website, www.thepangaeaproject.org, to view the 
postings shortly. We look forward to bringing bright, passionate, skilled and inspiring folks on board!
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A Sincere Thank You to our 2010 Supporters



Words of 2010 Graduates
“My month in Ecuador, as corny as it may sound, has been the most amazing experience of my life. I have learned things I never could have learned 
in school, seen things I never would have dreamed, and met the most extraordinary people. I am incredibly sad to be leaving and am already antici-
pating my return to Ecuador.  I return home an adult.”  - Sierra Lock, Mt. Scott Learning Centers

“I have learned that this world and this life is so much bigger than I gave it credit for. I learned that every second I spend dwelling on mistakes, 
regrets, and hardships I have faced is a moment I can never get back. I learned that every negative decision I have made, has in some way or another, 
brought me here. To a country that most people will never see. To a place that is so beautiful, full of culture, and life that I will never be able to fully 
describe it. I learned that I am strong. I learned that I have a voice and that I have things worth saying.”  - Deavon Snoke, Portland YouthBuilders

“If you are quiet about something that matters to you, then your expressions are absent and thoughts are invisible, then life seems to get complicated 
and miserable. Nothing changes when you are quiet.”  - Bronson Enos, Open Meadow High School

“I’m glad I have had the opportunity to travel abroad and learn about social justice issues that affect me back in Oregon. I have always known about 
these issues but have never known the full picture about what is actually going on with the oil pits and copper mining. I now have a good understand-
ing of what is going on and what people are doing to stop it. There are actually things we can do back in the States, and I am glad that I know I can 
make a difference. I am really thankful to Pangaea for giving me the chance to travel abroad and to learn all I can. I hope that others get this amazing 
opportunity to do what I did.”  - Brendan Reiner, Mt. Scott Learning Centers

“I still can’t believe how much we have seen and done in these four weeks [in Ecuador.]  I could have never imagined all of this, let alone being able 
to experience it firsthand.  It will stay with me for the rest of my life, I know that after this and going back to my home, things will be different.  I just 
hope that I will be able to cope with my emotions and turn any negativity into positive actions.  I hope that this experience will empower me to do 
more and be more progressive.” -Tiana Woods, Open Meadow High School

Pangaea Project Staff
Stephanie Tolk, Co-Founder

Sarah Kennedy, Program Manager

Kiah Perkins, Intern

Board of Directors
Jessica Tomforde - Board President, Manager of 	
	 Finance & Administration, Cayuse, Inc.
Andrew Kalt - Board Secretary, Manager of 	
	 Compensation & Mobility, adidas America
Arthur Davis - Board Treasurer, Former Station 	
	 Manager, KBOO Radio
Jennifer Froistad - Former Country Director, 
	 Save the Children Malawi
	 Former President, AFS International
Jessica S. Martin - Office Manager & Human 	

	 Resources, Green Hammer, Inc.

Advisory Council
Karen Belsey - Associate Director, 
	 Open Meadow Alternative School
Ernest Bloch, II - Executive Director Emeritus, 	
	 PacifiCorp Foundation
	 President, Philanthropy Council, LLC
Deb Delman - Co-Founder, The Pangaea Project
	 Student, Lewis & Clark College
Aysha Ghazoul - Former Owner, Zaytoon Bar
Laura Guimond - Communications & P.R. Manager, 	
	 Sustainability, TravelPortland
Jim Laden - Training and Organization 		
	 Development Specialist, 
	 AFS Intercultural Programs
Carri Munn - Consultant, Decisions Decisions

Warner Munro - Trustee, 
	 Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund
Juan Carlos Ocaña-Chiu
	 Public Participation Coordinator, Portland 	
	 Development Commission
Chip Shields - Oregon State Senator, District 22
Gloria Sica - Founder and President, Fulcrum Drive
Tim Snider - Attorney, Stoel Rives, LLP
Jeri Sundvall-Williams - Neighborhood Program 	
	 Coordinator, City of Portland
Jill Walters - Executive Director, 
	 Portland YouthBuilders
Betty Williams - Nobel Laureate, 1976 Peace Prize

The Pangaea Project’s work would not be possible without the support 
and advocacy of many individuals, organizations and businesses. We rely 
heavily on the generosity of our supporters to ensure that we can offer 
an educational classroom experience, take students abroad at no cost to 
them or their families, and provide follow-up services to our participants. 
Often our stakeholders are drawn to support Pangaea because of their 
own transformative international experiences, experiences they want 
to extend to youth who might not, otherwise, have such opportunities. 
Warner Munro is one such supporter and advocate. Since 2005, Warner 
has been an enthusiastic and vocal champion of all the work we do.  

When asked why he supports Pangaea, Warner said, “It was a few 
years ago when I was trekking through the Nepal Himalaya’s, and on 
this journey, like many others, I had time to reflect on how traveling 
had completely changed my life in ways I never even envisioned. Being 
not only a board member, but a family member of the Maybelle Clark 
Macdonald Fund, I had the opportunity to help make a change in kids’ 

lives who may not have the ways and means to do so. And then it just so 
happened about five years ago I crossed paths with The Pangaea Project 
at a local fundraising event! They had such a unique formula for not only 
educating kids on the environment and social justice, but they also went 
the extra step to take kids to 
places in the world and live it 
firsthand! Our foundation has 
been involved in hundreds of 
charities over the years, but 
it’s what Pangaea does that 
resonates so close to my heart. 
I can’t tell you how rewarding 
it is to meet the students of 
Pangaea and see the change 
they’ve become. Like traveling, 
it truly is such an amazing 
experience!”

Supporter Spotlight: Warner Munro, Advisory Council Member

Warner on one of his many excursions, this one to Africa
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A Simple Way to Support The Pangaea Project

For the third year in a row, The Pangaea Project was chosen among hundreds 
of non-profit organizations to participate in Willamette Week’s holiday giving 
publication, the Give!Guide. Incentives ranging from coupons for coffee drinks 
to cash prizes are being offered for all donations of $50 and above, and The 
Pangaea Project is eligible for cash awards based on our fundraising success.

Please support the important work of The Pangaea Project this holiday season 
as we continue to transform the lives of low-income, at-risk youth. Through 
the Give!Guide, contributing is easy, and donations will be accepted through 
midnight on December 31st. Look for us under the Education category at 
wweek.com/giveguide. If a good, old-fashioned check suits you better, we 
have enclosed an envelope for your convenience. Have a happy giving season!

The Pangaea Project
2736 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd

Portland, Oregon 97212
503.517.8999

www.thepangaeaproject.org
info@thepangaeaproject.org

The Pangaea Project
2736 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd
Portland, Oregon 97212


